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TAGS: PFOR 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING - JULY 30 

THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS POSTED IN THE DEPARTMENT 
PRESS OFFICE IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS TAKEN AT THE JULY 30 
PRESS BRIEFING: 

1 . Q. - IS THE PLO RESPONSIBLE FOR PROVIDING SECURITY 
ESCORTS FOR THE MOVEMENT OF GOODS, MAIL, ETC., FOR THE 
AMERICAN EMBASSY IN BEIRUT? 

A. - SO FAR AS WE ARE AWARE, PLO ESCORTS HAVE NOT SO 
FAR BEEN ARRANGED FOR THE MOVEMENT OF GOODS AND MAIL. HOW- 
EVER. IN BEIRUT TODAY EVERYTHING DEPENDS ON THE SECURITY 
SITUATION AND CONDITIONS AT THE TIME. ALL EMBASSY ARRANGE- 
MENTS HAVE TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE SHIFTING FORCES AND 
ELEMENTS AT ANY GIVEN MOMENT. THERE IS A LIMIT TO WHAT I 
CAN SAY ABOUT THE DETAILS OF THE PRACTICAL, ON-THE-SPOT 
SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS THE EMBASSY HAS MADE OR MAY HAVE TO 
MAKE IN THE FUTURE. EVERYTHING WE SAY AFFECTS THE SECURITY 
OF AMERICANS IN BEIRUT. THE PLO IS THE PRINCIPAL POLICING 
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AUTHORITY IN WEST BEIRUT. THE LEBANESE ARAB ARMY (LAA) 

IS, HOWEVER, ANOTHER AUTHORITY. THERE ARE ELEMENTS HOSTILE 

TO THE PLO OR BEHOLDEN TO NO SINGLE AUTHORITY. IT IS A 
TOUCHY SITUATION AND AREAS CONTROLLED BY THIS OR THAT 
FACTION, OR IN SOME CASES BY THE ARAB LEAGUE FORCE, SHIFT 
FROM TIME TO TIME. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE, AND IT WOULD BE 
IMPRUDENT, TO TRY TO DRAW UP AN EXACT BLUEPRINT OF EVERY- 
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THING WE HAVE DONE OR MIGHT DO. 

2. Q. - HOW DO SUPPLIES GET TO THE EMBASSY? 

A. - WE USE A VARIETY OF MEANS OF GETTING ESSENTIAL 
SUPPLIES TO THE EMBASSY, WHICH I WILL NOT GET INTO HERE. 

FOR THE SAME REASON I WILL NOT GO INTO THE DETAILS OF THE 
WAY WE HELP BRING IN ESSENTIAL MEDICAL SUPPLIES FOR THE 
VARIOUS HOSPITALS OPERATING IN BEIRUT ON BOTH SIDES OF 
THE LINE. 

3. Q. - WHAT ARE THE TYPES AND FREQUENCY OF THE RUNS FOR 
WHICH THE PLO PROVIDES SECURITY? 

A. - THE PLO IS PROVIDING ESCORT PROTECTION FOR AMERI- 
CAN OFFICIALS WHEN NECESSARY IN PARTICULARLY DANGEROUS 
AREAS OF WEST BEIRUT, AS WE SAID ON FRIDAY. MOST SO FAR 
HAVE BEEN FOR CERTAIN OFFICIAL CALLS WHICH AMBASSADOR 
SEELYE MADE ON A NUMBER OF LEBANESE LEADERS IN BEIRUT. I 
AM NOT IN A POSITION TO GIVE YOU DETAILS ON EACH AND EVERY 
OCCASION ESCORTS HAVE BEEN NECESSARY. THE EMBASSY MUST 
MAKE ITS ARRANGEMENTS ON THE BASIS OF ITS ASSESSMENT OF 
THE SECURITY SITUATION AND CONDITIONS AT THE TIME. THE 
PLO, OF COURSE, ARRANGED SECURITY PROTECTION FOR OUR SEA- 
LIFT EVACUATIONS AND WAS PREPARED TO PROVIDE ESCORTS FOR 
THE ROAD CONVOY WE ORIGINALLY HAD PLANNED TO CONDUCT ON 
JULY 20. 

4. Q. - IS NOT THE PLO REALLY PROVIDING ESCORT AGAINST 
OTHER PLO ELEMENTS? 

A. - THE DANGER THAT REQUIRES PLO ESCORT IS THE STATE 
OF ANARCHY IN THE CITY, WITH NUMBERS OF ARMED GROUPS OF 
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VARIOUS TYPES AND AFFILIATIONS SOME OF WHICH ARE NO MORE 
THAN CRIMINAL GANGS. I DO NOT WANT TO GET INTO THE MATTER 
OF WHICH GROUPS MIGHT POSE A THREAT TO US. THE POINT IS 
THAT OUR SECURITY CONTACTS ARE MAINLY WITH THE PLO BECUASE 
THE PLO IS THE PRINCIPAL ELEMENT IN MAINTAINING WHAT LAW 
AND ORDER THERE IS IN WEST BEIRUT. 

5. Q. - WAS THE IDEA OF PROVIDING PLO SECURITY ESCORTS THE 
PLO'S OR THE US'S? 

A. - IN OUR INITIAL CONTACT WITH THE PLO, OUR SECURITY 
OFFICER ASKED WHETHER IN LIGHT OF THE DETERIORATING 
SECURITY SITUATION THE PLO COULD PROVIDE SECURITY PROTECTION 
FOR MOVES THE AMBASSADOR MIGHT MAKE IN CERTAIN DANGEROUS 
AREAS OF WEST BEIRUT. THE PLO ANSWER WAS AFFIRMATIVE, AND 
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MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE ARRANGEMENTS WERE THEN MADE. 

6. Q. - THE CALL WHICH SEEL YE MADE WITH A PLO ESCORT: ON 
WHOM WAS THAT MADE AND WHEN WAS IT? 

A. - AMBASSADOR SEELYE MADE MORE THAN ONE OFFICIAL CALL 
WITH A PLO ESCORT. THE BEIRUT PRESS REGULARLY REPORTED 
THE CALLS SEELYE WAS MAKING AND MOST INVOLVED PLO- ARRANGED 
ESCORT PROTECTION. ON A FEW OCCASIONS, LEBANESE ARAB ARMY 
(LAA) ESCORTS WERE ARRANGED. WE DID NOT ASK THAT SEELYE 
CABLE US A DETAILED ACCOUNT OF WHETHER THERE WAS A PLO 
ESCORT ON THIS OR THAT CALL. 

7. Q. - WHY IS THE PLO PROVIDING THESE ESCORTS, IF THERE 
IS NO QUID PRO QUO? 

A. - SO FAR AS THE U.S. GOVERNMENT IS CONCERNED THERE 
IS NO QUID PRO QUO. I REPEAT - OUR POSITION TOWARD THE 
PLO HAS NOT CHANGED. AND OUR CONTACTS ARE LIMITED TO WHAT 
WE DEEM NECESSARY FOR SECURITY-RELATED MATTERS IN BEIRUT. 

8. Q. - ARE THERE ANY ESCORT ARRANGEMENTS WORKED OUT WITH 
THE LAA? 

A. - THE LEBANESE ARAB ARMY (LAA) PROVIDES THE 

SECURITY IN THE IMMEDIATE AREA OF THE CHANCERY AND ALONG 
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MUCH OF THE SEAFRONT CORNICHE. THEREFORE. IT HAS TO BE 
TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT IN SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS. WE HAVE 
NOT WORKED OUT TO DATE A SYSTEMATIC ARRANGEMENT FOR ESCORT 
PROTECTION WITH THE LAA; OUR ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN INFORMAL 
AND AD HOC. THE LAA DID PROVIDE ESCORT PROTECTIONS FOR 
PART OF THE ROUTES WHICH SOME INTERNATIONAL CONVOYS TOOK 
WHEN GOING TO DAMASCUS. IT SHOULD ALSO BE NOTED THAT THE 
LAA CONTROLS THE BAIN MILITAIRE, FROM WHERE OUR TWO 
SEALIFT EVACUATIONS TOOK PLACE. I WANT TO STRESS, HOWEVER, 

THAT WE HAVE TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT ALL THE ELEMENTS THAT 
EXERCISE PHYSICAL CONTROL IN THE CITY, AND MAKE OUR 
SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS ACCORDINGLY. 

9. Q. - WHO DOES THE LAA REPORT TO? DOES IT HAVE ANY 
TIES TO THE PLO? WHO CONTROLS IT? 

A. - THE LAA IS COMPOSED LARGELY OF MUSLIM OFFICERS 
AND MEN WHO LEFT THE LEBANESE ARMY IN FEBRUARY, MARCH 
AND APRIL AND ORGANIZED THEMSELVES UNDER LT. KHATIB. THE 
LAA IS BASICALLY AN INDEPENDENT FORCE, BUT IT HAS 
COOPERATED CLOSELY WITH THE PLO. 
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10. Q. - WHAT TYPE OF VEHICLES DOES THE PLO USE IN PROVIDING 
THE SECURITY ESCORTS? 

A. - FOR A SMALL GROUPS OF VEHICLES, THE PLO HAS 
GENERALLY PROVIDED TWO TRUCKS WITH ARMED MEN TO ESCORT 
THE GROUP. ON ONE OCCASION, WHEN ESCORTING AMBASSADOR 
SEELYE ON AN OFFICIAL CALL, A VOLKSWAGON ACCOMPANIED THE 
TWO TRUCKS OF ARMED MEN. WE DO NOT KNOW WHETHER THERE IS 
ANY FIXED PATTERN. KISSINGER 
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